
 
  



 
 
 
About A DREAM OF ARABIA  
 
Broadway World calls it a “Majestic fusion of 
dance and theatre”, ABC Television refers to it 
as “magical” and “phenomenal”, and critics 
and dance luminaries describe it as 
“Spectacular”, and “Like a Middle Eastern 
‘Riverdance’”.  A DREAM OF ARABIA, a one-of-
a-kind show, has captured audiences around 
the world and features stunning, highly stylized 
authentic Middle Eastern dance and music.  
With an international cast of 21 renowned 
dancers, it is the first theatrical, Broadway-style 
production of its kind.  
 
 
A DREAM OF ARABIA marks the first time a theatrical rendition of authentic Middle Eastern 
dance will appear on-stage in the United States.  The brain child of Bashar B. Barazi, founder of 
MAQAM, the world’s largest producer and distributor of Arabic and Middle Eastern media, A 
DREAM OF ARABIA offers insight into traditional Middle Eastern dance and music. Envisioning a 
post-performance audience more educated and hopeful than when they walked in the door, 
this dream embarks on a spectacular journey utilizing the universal language of dance and 
music.   
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The Dream:  Why A DREAM OF ARABIA 
 

It began with the dream of bringing the world 
together and is centered around the idea of 
building cultural bridges. A dream that goes back 
thousands of years to the birth of civilization. An 
effort to promote understanding through a shared 
human experience without regard to race, color, 
religion, or politics. The quest to bridge humanity 
through thought, innovation, and the universal 
language of the world – Music & Dance. Over 
millennia, the regions of the Middle East and North 
Africa evolved through the interactions of many 
cultures and influences to create a rich cultural 

mosaic of artistic expression reflecting the diversity, harmony, and exchange of all its people. From 
Neolithic farming settlements to the complex societies of the Bronze Age, the people of the “Cradle of 
Civilization” created dances inspired by the majesty of rivers and mountains, the bounty of harvest, 
the bravery of battle, and the divinity of idols and Gods. 
 
In modern times, the folkloric arts of the region have faded into the background of low-grade 
commercial entertainment inspired by colonial fantasies of harems and scandalous dancers of the 
“Orient”. Most people today experience what they incorrectly believe to be Middle Eastern dance at 
restaurants, clubs, and sideshows, much like where the Western-fantasy was introduced. The boom in 
what is seen as a sub-culture has attracted many whose primary objective is to profit from cultural 
distortion and the objectification of women, with productions and circus-like shows that aim to titillate 
and entice, directly catering to the lowest common denominator.  
 
Our show is a revival of the true ancient art of Middle Eastern dance, fused with elements of global 
cultures and dances, much like the historic fusion that created it. Similar to the history of Flamenco 
and Irish Dance, it is incumbent upon us to ensure 
that the traditional art of Middle Eastern dance is 
preserved and that its unique language of 
expression, with all its elements of cultural fusion, is 
finally properly introduced to the world. 
 



 
 
 
 
The Show 
 
The show begins with a traveling caravan, finding its way home through the desert dunes. The rising 
sun at dawn brings with it shadows of the Oasis and its welcoming waters. Our travelers are 
welcomed warmly by the tribe and offered the 
bounties of the lush Oasis as the women prepare to 
celebrate their long awaited arrival. As the desert 
heats up, a Scorpion emerges, hunting its way 
through the dunes, only to disappear into the 
burning sand. The setting sun brings out the tribe as 
they dance to celebrate the bounties of Earth. 
Under starry skies and shimmering moonlight, our 
journey continues. In the ancient Temple, the 
ceremony of life begins and divinators call upon 
the spirits with the sacred fire. The mysterious 
dance ushers the spirits in to banish evil and bring peace and love to all, carried like butterflies with 
the roaming eastern wind. The spirit of love carries our caravan into the dream - A DREAM OF ARABIA.   
 
Creative Team 
 
Bashar B. Barazi – Creator/Executive Producer 
 
Mr. Barazi is the President & CEO of 3B Media Inc., parent to MAQAM®, the world's largest 
producer of Arabic & Middle Eastern media. With offices in Chicago, Los Angeles, Madrid, and 
Tokyo, the company operations span media consulting and marketing, music production and 
publishing, dance and theater production, concerts and live events, radio broadcasts, and online 
media distribution. He manages and produces some of the most accomplished music and dance 
artists, and is the creator and executive producer of the critically acclaimed “A Dream Of 
Arabia”, the first Broadway-style theatrical show of Middle Eastern music and dance. Mr. Barazi 
produces and hosts Radio MAQAM®, the first nationally syndicated Arabic program on public 
radio, and has been recognized by the Oxford Dictionary of Music for his contributions in bringing 
Arabic, Middle Eastern, and North African art and culture to mainstream broadcasting in the 
United States. Under his leadership, 3B Media became the first Arabic media company to make 
environmental responsibility core to its mission.   
 



 
 
 
 
Nanae – Lead Dancer & Choreographer  
 
A world renowned artist in Arabic and Middle Eastern dance, Nanae began ballet at the age of three, 
and holds a master’s degree in performing arts from Tamagawa University where she studied Kabuki 
dance, ballet, and acting. In her teens, with a desire to 
create a new style, Nanae embarked on a journey to 
study traditional dances around the world and 
discovered Middle Eastern dance.  For over a decade, 
Nanae has traveled the world performing the ancient 
art of Arabic dance and has worked with many 
legendary choreographers and dancers, including the 
famed Caracalla Lebanese Dance Troupe.  Nanae 
holds the distinguished honor of being the first artist of 
Middle Eastern dance to present an Arabic 
performance at a major US sports venue when she 
performed “A Feeling Like Love” at Soldier Field 
(Chicago, IL) in 2006. This historic event was repeated 
one week later with Nanae’s performance of “Where It 
All Begins” at the world-famous and historic Wrigley 
Field in Chicago.  
 
 
Rosalind Jones Crosby – Hair & Makeup Design 
 
Rosalind is a renowned talent in hair and makeup 
design with credits in over fifty (50) films, television 
programs, and theater shows.  She has been on staff for many theatre and production 
companies including The Lyric Opera of Chicago, Broadway In Chicago, Goodman 
Theatre, Ravinia, MAQAM, Auditorium Theatre, and Joffrey Ballet. Her designs can be 
seen in many illustrious works such as  Annie Get Your Gun, Aida, The Color Purple, The 
Magic Flute, Wicked, Jersey Boys, The Ballad of Emmet Till, Mary Poppins, Dream Girls, 
Billy Elliot, Nutcracker, A Merry Widow, Motown, and more. 
 
  



 
 
 

 
Show Facts 
 

 First ever Broadway style theatrical production of Middle Eastern dance and music  
 First ever all-woman cast representing the cultures of the Middle East and North 

Africa 
 International cast of 21 renowned dancers 
 Number of costume changes – 141 
 Average costume changes per minute of show time – 2 
 Sets designed to authentically recreate scenes, ruins, and settings in the Middle East  

o Scenic artists commissioned to hand-paint the sets on canvas to match the 
actual color of sand, rock, greenery, and other scenic details from the Middle 
East (based on photography done in the region for the show) 

o In Act 2, temple columns are hand painted and constructed to accurately 
replicate the iconic “Six Columns of Baalbeck”  

 
 

 
 


